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The meeting began at 9:05am. Charlotte Davis, Chair of the Rural Broadband Taskforce, welcomed the 
group and called for introductions.  
 
Review of Membership 
Charlotte Davis shared a handout of the Connecting Rural Maryland Act of 2017 membership. There are 
a few positions that have not been appointed yet; more information regarding an updated roster will be 
available at the next meeting.  
 
Review of Task Force Charge 
Charlotte Davis reviewed the task force charge and elements of the study and its findings due to the 
Governor and General Assembly on November 30th.  
 
Ideas for Information/Presentations 
Suggestions for information and presentations for upcoming taskforce meetings, included: 

 Assessment of services, regulation, and acquire knowledge of basic broadband fundamentals 
such as external pipes and fiber works. 

 Federal Communication Commission (FCC) funds, broadband mapping grants (companies, 
census blocks), and other additional sources for leveraging federal funds and sources, and 
identify a return on investment. 

 Review other states (such as New York) and their implementation of broadband, strategies for 
paying for broadband services. 

 Review of broadband for institutions, education system. 

 Research open access capabilities with Verizon and Comcast.  

 Research rural broadband in the Farm Bill.  
 
Taskforce Meeting Schedule 
Suggestions for the meeting schedule included meetings taking place regionally, establishing county-
level taskforce levels, and offering meetings virtually via an online conference feature so that statewide 
representatives can participate. Additional information about the meeting schedule will be available at 
the next meeting. 
 
With no other suggestions for input, the meeting concluded at 10:20pm.  
 
Next: Tuesday, September 19, 2017, 10am-12pm, Location TBD  
  
 
 
 


